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NEWSLETTER - September 2016  

 
Dear Members and friends,  
 

Writing this in August sunshine it is hard to believe year has come full circle with our Annual General Meeting 
held in July.  A big thank you to you all for such a good turn out and to the cake makers and musicians who 
helped to make it an enjoyable, social evening.  Thank you too to Alison and Howard Payton for the colourful 
research exhibition that fired up our imagination for the theme of our next play.  The evening was all the more 
exciting for the presence of and update from our playwright Stephanie Dale.  She spoke with thanks to the  
research team for the wealth of material they have uncovered about Dorchester in the reign of Henry V11 and 
the wool trade.  Our chosen period has proved a fascinating era with great local stories.  Stephanie has spoken 
of "that joyous moment when, after months of moving ideas from notebook to notebook, the whole arc of a 
play clicks in to place". 

 

So it is with great pleasure we can now share with you the title of the association's next community play:  
 

“Spinning the Moon” 
 

In writing the Chair's Report 2016 on the work of the board and its sub groups for the AGM I would like to say 
thank you on your behalf for all the work that has been achieved throughout the year.  Not forgetting all the 
sociability, the workshops that have helped to develop our skills, events and exhibitions, the fun and laughter 
of the carnival, good friendships and the promise of good times to come.  We must now get down to the  
serious business of applying for grants, looking for sponsors and all round fundraising to make our play a  
reality.  Our thanks to Lucy Allen for getting the ball rolling with a successful application to the Dorchester  
Car Boot Fund resulting in a grant of £1,000 to "develop a community play"  No event is to big or too small, 
this is where you all come in, even if it is only by supporting with your presence and bringing along your 
friends.  So watch this space to learn more about Spinning  the Moon as we get ever closer to receiving the 
draft script of Dorchester's 7th Community Play .  
Sonia Morris 
 

1st DCPA Theatre Trip for quite a few years! 
 

A group of 10 hardy souls gathered at Dorchester South station on a summer Saturday to make the trip by 
train to Chichester (via Southampton) to see  Ross by Terence Rattigan.  We did not have enough people  
interested to fill even a small coach.  Was it the Play?  A fascinating view of TE Lawrence not often performed 
with an excellent cast and good reviews too.  Was it the Venue ?  Chichester is a delightful market town with a 
beautiful cathedral and good shops, The Pallant Gallery and pubs etc.  Was it the journey? not long - with  
admittedly one change of train.  The Date?  A Saturday in June, maybe?  We have had DCPA theatre  trips  
before which have been well supported so would welcome any comments please to Anne on 01305 269510  

In the event the play was beautifully designed by William Dudley and directed with great skill by Adrian  
Noble with an Aircraft base seamlessly changing to a Bedouin camp, to the Turkish Governor’s house, or back 
to Allenby’s HQ in Cairo.  The play consists of a series of flashbacks as Lawrence joins the Royal Air force after 
the Arab Revolt to escape from his fame, and remembers in fever ridden dreams, the many experiences of his 
time in the desert while leading the Arab Revolt.  These included the blowing up of the Hejaz railway, the trek 
across the desert with sandstorms, the taking of Aquaba and his torture when caught by the Turks in Deraa.  
All  were very cleverly and realistically visualised on the large apron stage. 

Joseph Fiennes was Lawrence for me, he looked and sounded the part and managed to convey the many  
complexities and contrasts of this charismatic man.  He also portrayed Lawrence’s disrespect of authority and 
his dry humour to make us smile as well, an outstanding performance that won him a well deserved standing 
ovation at the curtain call.  All the supporting cast were excellent as well with cameo performances from  
Lawrence’s camp mates to Allenby and the War Personnel to Sheik Auda abu Tayi and his Tribesmen.     

An excellent theatrical event and a great  shame that more DCPA members did not manage to join us to enjoy 
it as well.  Anne Jonathan   
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Thanks to Lucy Allen for raising the profile of the DCPA at Dorchester Carnival and Dorset County Show 
 

York Mystery Plays 
If ever any of you happen to be in Chester or York or any of the other cities where the Mystery Play are being 
performed do make the effort to get to a performance.  The similarities between them and our community 
play are really interesting to see, quite apart from the uniqueness of the whole concept.  They were originally 
staged in the days before the Bible was printed and before the common man in the street could read or write, 
when it was either the monks or those at Court who had these skills.  The aim of the plays was to tell the  
people the story of the Bible from the Creation to the Last Judgment particularly emphasizing the battle  
between good and evil  and its consequences.  So they tell the history of the biblical world as opposed to the 
history of the town as we try to do.  The scripts were originally written by monks as early as the 14 century, 
but today there are now many modern versions.  In fact Stephanie Dale, our present playwright adapted the 
script for the Chester Cycle performed to stunning effect in their Cathedral about 3 years ago.  The cast of  
between 150 to 200 are all amateurs, although occasionally Jesus is played by a professional actor as in York 
this year.  The age range is quoted as “from 8 to 80” with many young people included, and at York, the  
choirboys were the cherubim with shining halos and large wings! (and heavenly voices too of course).   

The quotes in the programme echo the quotes from our members and performers, how inclusive and life 
changing it can be, how much they have learnt, and how generations of families have taken part.  York of 
course has a rather longer history of community plays than Dorchester and a much stronger back-up from the 
City and the Cathedral too, where the plays were staged this year.  But basically the set up is exactly the same 
as ours, with a professional team of director, designer, music director etc. together with an  enormous team of 
enthusiastic townspeople making the costumes and props, providing the music and all the Front of house staff 
etc. etc. 

So next time someone asks you “What is a Community Play? maybe reply, “Well, you know about the Mystery 

Plays?  The Dorchester Community Play is very similar...” 

Anne Jonathan 

2016 DCPA Award to Thomas Hardye student Zoe McIntyre 
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Toys - Books- Clothing- Bric a Brac 
 
 
 
 
 

Cake Stall & Refreshments  
 

SATURDAY 8TH OCTOBER 
 

MARTINSTOWN VILLAGE HALL 
 

10.30 UNTIL 12.30 
 

Raising funds for the 
  

7th Dorchester Community Play 

 

20p  
Admission 
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Dates for your Diary 
Saturday 8th October - DCPA Mega Jumble Sale  

at Martinstown Village Hall from 10.30 until 12.30 - see poster on previous page 
 

If anyone has items to donate to this event please contact one of the following: 
Joy Parsons on 01305 889611 or email joy_parsons@hotmail.com 

Lyn Beesley on 01305 880055 or email lynbeesley@btinternet.com 
Paul Wallis on 01305 269059 or email paulmwallis@hotmail.com 

In support of Sue Wylie’s play: Kinetics 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In support of Kitty Sansom 
 
 

 

 

Chair:  Sonia Morris - email: morris0795@btinternet.com 
Newsletter:  Rowan Seymour - email: DCPApress@hotmail.co.uk 

MEMBERSHIP of the DCPA  
 

Costs just £5 per year & 8.50 for families and has been 
altered to run from 1st January to 31st December 

 

Do JOIN if you are not a member - it keeps you in touch  
and adds a little to the DCPA coffers! 

Membership secretary: lynbeesley@btinternet.com 

KINETICS Tour dates: 
Bradford on Avon Arts Festival • 15 September • 7:30pm • boaartsfestival.com  
Totton, Hanger Farm Arts Centre • 17 September • 7:30pm • 023 8066 7683 
Lyme Regis, The Marine Theatre • 22 September • 7:30pm • 01297 442138 
Salisbury Arts Centre • 27 September • 8:00pm • 01722 321744 
Dorchester Corn Exchange • 29 September • 8:00pm • 01305 266926 
Milton Abbey School (Artsreach) • 6 October • 7:30pm • 01258 881872 
Halstock Village Hall (Artsreach) • 7 October • 7:30pm • 01935 891744 
Great Torrington, The Plough Arts Centre • 13 October • 8:00pm • 01805 624624 
London, The Drama Studio, Ealing • 15 and 16 October • 7:30pm • wegottickets.com 
Bournemouth, Shelley Theatre • 22 October • 8:00pm • shelleytheatre.co.uk  
Exeter Phoenix • 24 October • 8:00pm • 01392 667080  
Bristol, Circomedia (Portland Sq.) • 28 October • 7:30pm • 0117 924 7615 
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