
 

 

 

 

 

                     NEWSLETTER - December 2015  

 

"Tis the season to be jolly!" 
 

Dear Members and Friends,  
On behalf of the DCPA board I wish you all health and happiness for Christmas and the 
New Year.   
 

We already have much to celebrate and much to look forward to in 2016.  The Gala  
Evening was a sell out and a wonderful reunion with friends old and new.  Our Research 
group is vibrant and has already gathered a considerable amount of material which has 
been enthusiastically received by our playwright, Stephanie Dale.  We have had our first, 
well attended workshop with Angel Exit Theatre Company and have a programme of 
Workshops planned for the New Year; the newly formed Social Group are organising a 
veritable “Box of Delights” for 2016, so watch this space!  Keep an eye on the website: 
www.dorchestercommunityplay.org.uk or find us on facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/

Dorchester-Community-Play/597359556994282 and twitter @DCPA_Dorch 
 

The Board are working to strengthen links and forge new partnerships with The Thomas 
Hardye School, Dorchester Arts and Dorchester History Centre amongst others.  We would 
like to involve young people, hard to reach groups, businesses and the wider community 
who often do not seem to have heard about us and encourage them to join in creating 
Dorchester's 7th Community Play. 
 

Finally, I would like to thank David Lucas and John Eldridge, who have resigned from the 
Board, for all their work and support and to welcome new Board member, Emma Hill. 
 

Sonia Morris 

Gala Evening report from David Edgar 
 

“Thirty Years on seems a good moment to mark an innovation, and so it proved at  
Sunninghill Community Hall on Saturday 3rd October.  In the late 80s, playwright and  
director Ann Jellicoe invented a new theatrical form, the community play, in which a 
whole town might participate in the creation of a work of theatrical art.  The Dorchester 
play involved well over 100 performers, an orchestra, and dozens more people involved in 
researching, building, making, selling, funding, driving, baby-sitting, ushering and  
indeed attending.  I was privileged to be asked to write the play, Entertaining Strangers, 
which covered over 50 years of Dorchester’s 19

th
 century history, and involved a race  



 

 

meeting, many dinners, a sermon or two, a grand equestrian parade and a major outbreak 
of cholera.  It was directed by Ann, co-directed by Jon Oram, composed by Andrew Dixon 

and professionally designed and stage managed. 

Since then, five more plays have been made, giving the lie to the idea that the model of  
community play-making doesn’t leave a legacy.  Many, many of the Entertaining Strangers  
company went on to perform in subsequent plays, some of them in all six.  By the same  
token, the professional team kept coming back.  There was a more than representative 
sample of both groups at the celebratory dinner.  For those of us who’ve been involved for 
most or all of the thirty-year span, it was a chance to meet old friends, to hear news of  

others, and to marvel at how well we were all looking. 

Introduced by the new chair of the Dorchester Community Plays Association, Sonia Morris, 
speakers during the evening included the first chair, Trevor Jones, Jon Oram (co-director of  
Entertaining Strangers and later director of the 2007 play A Time to Keep), Rupert Creed 
who wrote Fire from Heaven and the most recent play, Drummer Hodge, and composer 
Andrew Dixon, who also wrote and directed the third play, Running Still.  The last speaker 
was Stephanie Dale, with whom I wrote the fifth play, A Time to Keep, and who is already 

beginning work on the seventh. 

All of the speakers spoke of the unique emotional but also the artistic impact and value of 

the community play. 

Music is always a vital part of the plays and one of the high-spots of the evening was the  
performance (and indeed singing) of music from the plays, by a band which included play  
composer Tim Laycock.  There were two other highlights for me.  One was a filmed  
interview with Ann Jellicoe, now 88 and too frail to attend the evening.  Community play 
actors Sue Wylie and Maggie Ansell gently coaxed Ann to talk about how the form was 
conceived and developed.  Most moving was when they told Ann how being involved with 
community plays had inspired and changed them.  Suddenly, Ann said “then I haven’t 

wasted my life”, and her eyes filled with tears. 

Another extraordinary moment for me was when Maggie, her daughter, her son-in-law 
and her grand-daughter performed an extract from Entertaining Strangers.  Maggie had 
never acted or been involved in theatre when she was recruited to the organising  
committee, and then cast in one of the lead roles.  Her daughter Fran, then 18, was in the 
orchestra, and also played a major part in Fire from Heaven, two shows on. her daughters 

Kitty and Maisie (then three years old) first appeared in A Time to Keep.      

The Ansell family are living proof of the transformative power of this remarkable form.”  



 

 

A taste of what’s to come throughout the coming year… 
 

The social committee are planning a host of entertaining fundraising events to raise the 
profile of the 7th community play and keep the community involved in the process. 
 

 A series of DCPA walks around the Dorchester area on Sunday afternoons ending 
with refreshments 

 A weekend afternoon of board games and tea for all the family 
 A chain of coffee mornings at a variety of venues held at regular intervals  
 A Galloping Gourmet evening - this was such a success last time we are keen to do it 

again! 
 A summer picnic with music and games in the Borough Gardens 
 A Murder Mystery evening 
 Trips to theatres such as Salisbury Playhouse, Chichester Festival Theatre or The Globe 

 

Community Engagement - “Giving Back” 
 

Shouldn’t everyone in Dorchester know about community plays by now...? 

If you’re “in the know” and know how rewarding it can be to get involved, how can you 
help us to ensure wider engagement with different groups in our community for Play  

number seven? 

Here are some of our plans to do this - but we need your help… 
 

Speakers/Speaking opportunities - communicating first-hand about Dorchester’s  

community plays.  

WANTED: speakers & speaking opportunities.  Please let us know if you would be willing 

to be a speaker or if you know of any opportunities to give talks to other groups etc. 
 

“Re - Play” - casting/rehearsing selected scenes from previous plays in their ‘real’ locations 

to give opportunities for participation and publicising what community plays are about. 

WANTED: Fancy a turn as director for a day/afternoon?  Help needed to organise/

advertise/promote events etc. 
 

Flashmobs - replaying particular scenes or songs in surprise locations. (eg: Newsvendors/

Absent Minded Beggar in South Street?)  

WANTED: Potential participants & a coordinator…  Let us know if you’d like to take part! 
 

A Community Art Project - Could we use Visual Art as a means of collecting/recording  
issues and ideas that could be incorporated in the next play?  WANTED:  Ideas & any  

suggestions for someone who could lead this project? 
 

If you think you could contribute to or lead any of these projects we would be delighted to 

hear from you please contact Lucy Allen by email: lma24666@gmail.com 

 

DON’T FORGET... 
 

The DVD of Drummer Hodge is still available to buy at £12 for two 
discs as well as booklets of the research material at £2.50 per copy.  
Please contact treasurer Mike Beesley: mjbeesley@btinternet.com 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Chair:  Sonia Morris - email: morris0795@btinternet.com 

Newsletter:  Rowan Seymour - email: DCPApress@hotmail.co.uk 
 

www.dorchestercommunityplay.org.uk 
 

Dorchester Community Plays Association is a company registered in England & Wales and limited by guarantee (no: 07369993) 
and a registered charity (no: 1140952) Registered office: 6 Cornwall Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1RT 

MEMBERSHIP of the DCPA  
costs just £5 or £8.50 for families per year  

and runs from 1st January to 31st December 
 

Do JOIN if you are not a member - it keeps you in touch 

and adds a little to the DCPA coffers! 
 

Membership secretary: lynbeesley@btinternet.com 

Moving Things Forward 
DCPA WORKSHOP 

 

We invite you to a fun, movement based workshop which will help generate ideas for 
Dorchester's seventh community play on  

Sunday 24th January 2pm - 4:30pm at the United Church Hall, Dorchester 

 
Stephanie Dale will share key ideas unearthed at recent research meetings 

In response, Keith Barlow will lead a  

2½ hour movement/physical theatre based workshop  
to create action based sequences through  

a series of fun, improvised activities and soundscapes 
 

In particular, he will be exploring: shipwrecks; monastic rituals and droving 
 

The aim of the workshop is to incorporate some of the sequences  
into the emerging plot 

  

The workshop is open to all, and is a fantastic opportunity  
for everyone to have a direct input into the next play 

 

£8 for adults, £4 for under 16’s and free for accompanied under 12’s 

To book your place please contact Anne Jonathan on 01305 269510 or  
by email: bannejonathan14@gmail.com 

 

Payment in advance by cheque made payable to DCPA or by 
BACS: Sort code: 40-19-21 A/c: 81522795 Ref: DCPA Workshop  

 

Please wear loose, comfortable clothes  
 

Keith Barlow is a dance and movement specialist who studied at the Rambert School of Dance and the London 
Contemporary Dance School.  His professional credits include being a member of Attic Theatre, Scottish Ballet, 

Scottish Opera and Northern Ballet Theatre.  Keith was founder artistic director of Guizers Dance/Mime Theatre 
performing, directing and choreographing for 16 years.  For the past 12 years, Keith has been Head of Movement 

and Physical Theatre at Birmingham School of Acting 


