
 

 

 

 

 

                      NEWSLETTER - August 2015  

Hello everyone, 

The Board is delighted to announce that Sonia Morris was appointed as Chair at the last meeting. 

A message from Sonia 
I would like to thank the Board for their support and encouragement in taking on the role of Chair 
of the Association.  It is quite a daunting challenge following in the footsteps of David Lang!  I 

would also like to offer special thanks to Maggie Ansell for covering the interim period.  

I hope you have all had a restful summer and are ready to join us in continuing to make history.  I 
look forward to seeing you all at our Gala Evening in October.  We have so much to celebrate and 

so much to look forward to but we can't do it without you! 

We have a Playwright, we have a Director and we have a Plan; now we need YOU ALL to come and 

help create the 7th Dorchester Community Play! 

The Board is very keen to share their current plans with you in the interest of involving the whole 
community and providing complete transparency.  Mike Beesley has produced an outline structure 
(see below) which has been ratified in principle by the Board.  We hope this will spread the work-

load and make the process of the play much more manageable. 

30th Anniversary Gala Evening  
We are very excited about celebrating the 30th anniversary of Entertaining Strangers 

It promises to be a very entertaining evening.  David Edgar will address the audience 
we will also hear from John Oram and Rupert Creed, welcome Stephanie Dale 

as our next Playwright and meet Peter Cann our new Director 
 Music by Tim Laycock and friends and a short excerpt from Entertaining Strangers 

Please bring along your brief memories of previous plays 

Tickets in advance only from: Lyn Beesley: 01305 880055  

or email: lynbeesley@btinternet.com 

Saturday 3rd October 2015 at Sunninghill Community Hall, 7pm for 7.30pm 

£20 per person to include a glass of bubbly and a two course meal with coffee. Bar & Raffle. 

DCPA OPERATING STRUCTURE 
 

FULL BOARD 
 

STEERING GROUP 
Chair 

Vice-chair 
Treasurer 

Board member 
Working group leader as appropriate 

 

WORKING GROUPS 
 

       Agree scope of responsibility, main tasks and timescales 
       Appoint a team leader (Board member) 
       Other board members to join these groups according to interests, skills and time available 
       Co-opt other members of association to help 
       Meet as and when and as often as is necessary to “get the job done” 
       Team Leader to report back to the Steering Group 

RESEARCH 
 

FINANCE/ 
FUNDRAISING 

ARTISTIC 
 

PRODUCTION SOCIAL/ 
MEMBERSHIP 

COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH 

MARKETING/ 
PUBLICITY 
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How can you help? 
If you feel that you can contribute to any of the Working Groups listed on the previous page or 
would like more information the Board would be delighted to hear from you.  All expressions of 

interest welcome.   

In the first instance please contact Sonia Morris email: morris0795@btinternet.com 

Research so far... 
An interesting initial meeting was held in July with Playwright Stephanie Dale and Director  
Peter Cann.  After some introductions a brief outline of the period and themes were discussed and 
possible areas for research given.  People then signed up for various areas of interest and it was 

agreed that any information forwarded directly to Steph and Peter must be copied to me.  

A productive meeting was later held with Terry Hearing – local author and historian who talked 

about the history of wool and cloth. 

I have forwarded to Steph and Peter work on farming from Robin Mills, a comprehensive set of 
background documents on wool and wool processing together with the operation of the staple 
from Howard Payton, together with various interesting items and ideas from Jean Lawson and Da-

vid Cuckson.  Billie Brown has compiled a list of her books and is offering anyone the  
opportunity to go and browse for research purposes.  Joy Wallis has contacted Salisbury Cathedral 

and Wiltshire Heritage for help on researching the Middle Ages in this area. 

Additional areas that people have indicated that they are willing to research are: 

Clothing, & Spinning & Weaving – Billie Brown 
Housing, Town Life, Country Life – David Lucas 
The Church & religion – Ann Jonathan 
Music & Musical instruments & Country Life – Ken McGregor 

Spinning, Weaving, Dyeing & Religion – Joy Wallis 

We now have a list of areas from Steph and Peter that they are particularly interested in and we 

need these areas to be specifically researched: 

Changes in Trade regulations during the reign of Henry V11 
Thought, Philosophy and religion at this time 
The new Mercantile class & division between them and peasant farmers 
Operation of the Wool trade and potential for cheating 
Shipwrecks 
Proliferation of Justices of the Peace – their powers and limitations 
Church V Landowners V State – the effects on ordinary people caught up in the disputes 

There will be a further meeting for anyone interested and the opportunity to share research with 
Steph and Peter on Thursday November 12

th
 at 7.30pm at the Cerne Room at the United Church in 

Dorchester. 

This is a fascinating period in our History and the potential for a terrific community play is very  
exciting!  As there are so many areas that have been suggested we really do need some additional 

help!  Please contact me - Alison Payton: 01305 262712 email: alisonpayton@talk21.com 

30th Anniversary ‘Picnic in the Park’ 

It was a bit breezy but at least the sun was shining on Saturday July 25
th

 when we celebrated 30 

years since our first Community Play “Entertaining Strangers” was performed in 1985 . 

Joy Parsons produced an amazing cake with all the plays written in icing and many delicious fancy 
cup cakes as well.  There was an obstacle course for energetic children laid out by the Sansom  
Family who also had a roaring trade going with Face Painting in the bandstand, practically every 
child in the Borough Gardens seemed want their face painted!  A BIG Thank you to Fran, Rob, Kitty 
and also Lorna Simpson who seemed to be working practically non stop all afternoon.  With this 
and cup cakes and squash on offer, it resulted in many donations to help balance the books and 

keep our treasurer happy... 

A Quiz and Props Hunt around the gardens had ten people testing their knowledge of the six plays 
with a tie for first place between Joy Parsons and Billie Brown each scoring 26 out of a possible 28 
points!  Close behind in joint second were Shirley Wickham and Thelma Wills with 25 points each. 
A special mention to Lorna Simpson with Olivia, Eva, Zoe, Tilda and Maisie who found all the props 



 

 

and scored 16 points, pretty good as most of them had not even been born until the 4th play! 

It was good to see Richard Mesna from the first play who came with a whole pile of photos from 
Entertaining Strangers which he had rescued from a skip!  Also from Under the God we saw Miran-
da Holman, Knocker and Jill White together with a good sprinkling of the usual stalwarts from the 

last four plays including the current Mayor Robin Potter and Town Crier Alistair Chisholm. 

Alastair Simpson rushed away from West Stafford and Lord and Lady Fellowes (who were running 
a New Hardy Players fundraising event) to play the Hurdy Gurdy and was joined later by Mike and 

Fiona Staddon and Harriet Still on violin to play us out in style.  Many thanks to them all. 

Trevor Bevins from View from Dorchester took photos of Maggie and Billie looking at old photos. 

It was a happy afternoon and apart from a wasp sting I think everyone enjoyed it, it would have 
been good to have seen a few more faces from past and present plays, I counted about fifty people 

I knew but there may have been more...        Anne J 

A Grand Giveaway Fabric Sale 

A wide range of fabrics - all kinds of sizes and colours and will be up for grabs at “make me an offer” 
prices on Saturday September 12

th 
between 11am and 3.00pm in The Shire Hall, High West Street,  

Dorchester (Big Green doors).  Come and see what’s on offer...  All proceeds will go towards the 7th 

Dorchester Community Play. 

Workshops 
As part of the process towards the next play we are planning a series of workshops on a regular 
basis - open to all.  The first will be on Characterisation with talented actors from Angel Exit  

Theatre Company on Sunday November 8th 2 pm - 5 pm, venue and cost to be confirmed. 

 

DATES for your DIARY 

Kinetics  - A new play by Sue Wylie in association with Dorchester Arts, Saturday 5th  

September, Dorchester Corn Exchange, 8 pm Tickets 01305 266926 

Fabric Sale - Saturday 12th September, between11am and 3.00pm in The Shire Hall, 

High West Street, Dorchester  

Gala Evening - Saturday 3rd October 2015, Sunninghill Community Hall 7 for 7.30pm, 

Tickets in advance only: Lyn Beesley: 01305 880055 email: lynbeesley@btinternet.com 

Meet the Playwright and Director and share Research - Thursday 12th November, 

Cerne Room, United Church, Dorchester, 7.30 pm 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chair:  Sonia Morris - email: morris0795@btinternet.com 

Newsletter:  Rowan Seymour - email: DCPApress@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Dorchester Community Plays Association is a company registered in England & Wales and limited by guarantee (no: 07369993) 
and a registered charity (no: 1140952) Registered office: 6 Cornwall Road, Dorchester, Dorset DT1 1RT 

MEMBERSHIP of the DCPA  
 

Costs just £5 per year & 8.50 for families and has been 
altered to run from 1st January to 31st December 

 

 

Do JOIN if you are not a member - it keeps you in touch 

and adds a little to the DCPA coffers! 

 

Membership secretary: lynbeesley@btinternet.com 
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