
 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER - April 2016  

Dear Members and friends,  
 

Spring is in the air and time to be looking forward to the summer.  It is really exciting to see how 
much has happened on the DCPA front since the Christmas Newsletter and still so much to look 
forward to before the Autumn. 
 

So, starting with good news.  It is with great pleasure I can announce that in consultation with 
Stephanie Dale, our playwright and Peter Cann, our director the Board have appointed Tim  
Laycock as Composer and Musical Director for the 7th Community Play. 
 

We have continued with our exciting series of Open to All workshops.  We have been Moving 
Things Forward with Stephanie Dale and Keith Barlow.  Along with friends  from The New Hardy 
Players we Soared into Song with Kathie Prince.  We are about to ‘take up arms’ in May with Peter 

Cann in Armed and Unarmed Combat!  Completing the cycle with the return of Steph and Keith 
who will be encouraging us in Making a Scene in June. 
 

On the social scene we have walked the Hardy Town Trail along with Town Crier, Alistair Chisholm 
and will have trekked from Martinstown to Maiden Castle and back.  So make sure you don't miss 
out on a good foodie gallop with the Galloping Gourmet touring supper on Saturday 4th June.  
This will be our first significant fund raising event towards the next play. 
 

An Important Date for your Diary 
The annual AGM will take place on Monday 11th July 2016 at St. George's Hall, Fordington at 
7.30pm.  I promise to keep the business brief and invite you to stay for coffee and homemade cake 
along with music and interesting play related events tbc.  As always we will be Open to All so 
please feel free to bring your friends along to share (if not vote) in a sociable evening. 
 

We continue to work with Dorchester Arts and plan to take professional advice to assist us in our 
vitally important grant applications and in promoting our marketing and publicity. 
 

On your behalf I would like to thank the Board members and the Steering Group for all the work 
that goes on behind the scenes. 
 

So continue to find us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/Dorchester-Community-Play,  
Twitter @DCPA_Dorch and the website: www.dorchestercommunityplay.org.uk 
 

Sonia Morris 
 

Workshops Report - all organised by Sue Wylie  

We have held three workshops since November 2105 and numbers attending have increased with 
each one which is very encouraging.  Perhaps people are getting used to the idea that you can 
have a very good workshop even if it is not directly linked to the next Community Play, or maybe 

the word has gone round that they are good fun and there is always something new to learn!  

The first one was run by Angel Exit, a small touring company based in Dorset.  I thought their 
show, The Ballad of Martha Brown was excellent; a grisly tale of murder and hanging, but acted 
and sung with great skill, humour and energy.  Don’t miss it if they tour it again.  So I was looking 
forward to seeing how they would do a workshop with us.  We started with the usual warm up 
games and then a new one on me, when you were either an elephant, a chicken or an egg and you 
changed to bigger or smaller depending on which one you met on your travels...!  Walking on ones 
knees, squawking and wings flapping, soon had everyone in hysterics and broke any ice that might 



 

 

have been there!  Difficult to visualize if you were not there!  Another interesting exercise was a 
table which had a holdall of clothes on it and we were invited to enter this room and create a  
scenario by mime alone while the rest of us had to guess what was happening.  There were some 
excellent solo performances here.  Lyn and Tamsin said how much they had enjoyed working with 
us as we were a much larger age range than their usual groups and complimented us on our  

expertise too (always nice). 

The next workshop in January was more related to the next play as our Playwright Stephanie Dale 
came down with a colleague, Keith Barlow who is a Dance and Movement specialist.  We worked 
in two large groups to become a ship which subsequently got into a storm and then crashed onto 
rocks so lots of opportunity for inventive movement there.  Then we formed into smaller groups 
working with poles (don’t ask!) on a shepherd and flock story; we had to invent and then perform  
a scene.  Ours featured a small fierce wolf, enthusiastically portrayed by Olivia one of our youngest  
members.  We were also invited to come up with a variety of scenarios featuring monks, smugglers, 
shepherds and Lords of the Manor.  We finished the afternoon with some singing accompanied by 
Tim Laycock. 
 

The Soar in to Song workshop with Kathie Prince was quite different.  Kathie concentrated on  
creating harmony with body movements and singing different phrases which people had thought 
of in pairs, following with round singing using some African/American Spiritual music and lyrics.  
 

The next workshop will be concentrating on Stage Combat.  Sessions will run for 2 hours and be  
limited to 16 people taking part with a minimum age of 14.  For full details please see below. 
             Anne J 

Research Report 

The research team has uncovered a wealth of information about Dorchester and the wool trade in 
the reign of Henry VII, including a shipwreck, some dirty dealings with the local wool merchants, 
and a treasure trove of wills, byelaws and misdemeanours, all of which have been sent to our  
playwright, Steph and director Peter. In case the cast may wonder what they might have been  
doing back in 1500, here are some pedlars trudging to market, a Tudor Dorchester family trying 
out a fight workshop! And packhorses trudging down High West Street and causing traffic chaos. 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever wondered how actors manage to have such convincing battles on stage 

without ever hurting themselves?  Well, now is your chance to find out and take part! 

Led by our Director for the next play  

PETER CANN 

A workshop on the rudiments of  
 

STAGE COMBAT 
Stage fencing and unarmed Combat 

United Church Hall Charles Street entrance on Sunday May 8
th

  

the first session starting at 2.00pm  

If there is enough demand, as numbers are limited to 16 per session,  

there will be a second Workshop at 4.00pm 

NB: This opportunity is open to EVERYONE not just men (as long as you are over 14!) 

So book early for a place Cost £6.50 each Contact bannejonathan14@gmail.com 
or ring Anne on 01305 269510  

mailto:bannejonathan14@gmail.com


 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Thursday 7th, Friday 8th and Saturday 9th April 2016 

Dorchester Drama are looking forward to bringing you 
Ladies Day by Amanda Whittington. 
Work, love and life are just one long, hard, slog for the 
fish-filleting foursome of Pearl, Jan, Shelley and Linda.  But 
with early retirement just around the corner, Pearl treats 
her mates to an unforgettable leaving do.   
A posh day at Royal Ascot! 

Out go the Wellies and white overalls.  In come the posh frocks, hats and stilettos, as our four lasses 
trot off for a drink, a flirt and a flutter.  The champagne flows and the secrets spill, but if their luck 
holds they could win the life-changing jackpot! 
Escape the daily grind and join the girls as they live it up on their hilarious adventure!  
 

To be performed at Sunninghill Community Hall, Culliford Road North, Dorchester at 7.30pm  

Bar & Raffle Tickets available from Trinity Stores, Trinity Street, Dorchester or call 01305 265758 

Sunday 10th April 10am - 12 noon   
 

Spotting the Signs of Spring  
A circular walk from Martinstown via Maiden Castle 

 

Meet at The Brewers Arms (parking available) 
3.5 miles Moderate difficulty, wear sturdy boots, it could be heavy going or muddy  

in places if it has rained the week before 
ALL WELCOME  

DCPA members, non-members, relatives, friends including children and dogs! 
If you would like lunch at The Brewers Arms please book and ask for the Community Play table  

For more information or to book in advance email: suemcgarel@gmail.com  
or phone: 01305 785259/07815 852859 

1
st

 DCPA Theatre Trip for quite a few years! 

We will be visiting Chichester Festival Theatre for a Matinee performance of: 
 

 

 

 
by Terence Rattigan  

on Saturday 25th June 

Ross is an ‘epic and probing drama’ telling of the experiences of Lawrence of Arabia, calling 
himself Ross, when he joined the RAF after returning from the Arab Revolt.  Starring Joseph 
Fiennes (Shakespeare in Love) and directed by Adrian Noble (of RSC fame) it promises to be  
an outstanding theatrical afternoon.  We return straight after the show which will end about 
5.00pm. Timings tbc.  We travel by coach from Weymouth, picking up in Dorchester and plan 
to arrive in Chichester round about midday with plenty of time to shop, lunch or visit the  

Cathedral of this lovely Sussex market town before the 2.30pm performance.  The theatre is 
about 10 mins walk from the town centre which has lots of places to eat or there are the  
Bishop’s Gardens and parks to picnic.  
Cost including Coach, Theatre ticket and driver gratuity £44.00 each 
PLEASE book early as we have to pay for tickets in a month’s time and places are limited 

Ring Anne on 01305 269510 or email bannejonathan14@g.mail.com   

mailto:bannejonathan14@g.mail.com


 

 

In support of Sue Wylie’s play: Kinetics 

Kinetics combines, theatre, projection and live Parkour to tell the story of an unlikely friendship between  
a woman in her fifties diagnosed with Parkinson's and a teenage free runner. What can a middle-aged 
woman with Parkinson's and a young lad into free running possibly have in common? The desire to move. 

“An amazing story that needs to be told”  Dorset Echo  
“Fantastic, fresh and original production. The sort of thing we need more of”  Dr Ian Johnson 
“The play is a wonderful vehicle to give the public a real insight into living with Parkinson's" Audience Member 

Wednesday 20th April 
Charity pub quiz kindly hosted by the Brewers Arms, Martinstown at 8.30pm  Lots of prizes and a 
raffle  £1 per person plus raffle and games  Teams of up to 6 or individuals to join teams  
For further details or to donate a prize please contact: Frances Clifford on 01305 889400 
 

Saturday 23rd April  
A three course curry evening at Wessex Barn, Frampton at 7.30 for 8pm  24 places @ £15 per head 
to include complimentary drink.  To book a ticket or discuss dietary needs please email 

jane@wessexbarn.co.uk before 15th April 

 

Chair:  Sonia Morris - email: morris0795@btinternet.com 
Newsletter:  Rowan Seymour - email: DCPApress@hotmail.co.uk 

MEMBERSHIP of the DCPA  
 

Costs just £5 per year & 8.50 for families and has been 
altered to run from 1st January to 31st December 

 

Do JOIN if you are not a member - it keeps you in touch  

and adds a little to the DCPA coffers! 
 

Membership secretary: lynbeesley@btinternet.com 

 

DCPA FUNDRAISING 
 

An invitation to join us for a very special evening of dining, adventure and fun 
 

'Galloping Gourmet’ 
 

Saturday 4th June 
 

A major fund raising evening in support of the next Dorchester Community Play 
 

For further information and to book a place PLEASE SEE DETAILS on the following pages 

mailto:jane@wessexbarn.co.uk


 

 

 

 
 

 

“Galloping Gourmet” Evening - Saturday 4th June 2016 

 
A very special evening of dining, adventure and fun for Community Play members, supporters and 
friends, in aid of funding our next community play. 
 

For those of you who have not participated in one of these great evenings before the basic idea is as  
follows: 
 

 Participants will either be “hosts” or “guests” 

 Hosts provide food and hospitality, staying at their home for the 3 courses and are visited by 2 (or 3) 
pairs of guests for each course in turn 

 Guests (plus hosts if they are not too busy with preparations) meet at Clementine House,  
Martinstown at 6.30pm, where we will have a pre-dinner drink, and each guest couple is given  
3 envelopes containing the venue for their starter, main course and pudding. 

 The envelopes are only to be opened at pre-determined times - the element of surprise! 

 At the end of the evening, the whole party, including hosts, return to Martinstown for the cheese 
course, coffee and “chat” 
 

A brief outline of the evening – 
 

 The evening has to be carried out in pairs. Each pair needs to be in a separate car as one aspect of  
the event is that couples are unlikely to meet up more than once “on their travels” 

 Each dinner party will be for 6 or 8 people (host couple + 4/6) 

 Food should be “middle of the road” – nothing outrageous 

 Hosts should provide drinks, including soft drinks, recognising that one member of each couple will 
have to drive 

 Guests should be prepared to eat in line with the above. Due to the nature of this event it is difficult 
to accommodate all food preferences.  However, if you have a definite dietary requirement we will 
try and accommodate this.   

 Each pair should take a bottle of wine to the starter course 

 We will be looking for early bookings as the organisation is complex 

 Hosts will need to be in Dorchester or within circa 15 minutes journey time to minimise travelling 

 Cost will be £40 per couple +  wine for DCPA Members, £42 per couple + wine for non members 

 Host couples of course do not pay anything and receive £10 per couple as a contribution towards 
food cost 

 If you would like to attend this event as a guest on your own we will be happy to find another ‘single’ 
guest for you to travel with 
 

If you would like to participate please complete the form overleaf and return to the address below by  
30th April at the latest. 
 

Thanks in anticipation of your support, 

 

Lyn and Mike Beesley 
 

Clementine House, Manor Farm Court, Martinstown, Dorchester DT2 9JN 
 

Email: lynbeesley@btinternet.com   Telephone: 01305 880055 



 

 

 
Return to Lyn Beesley ASAP or at the latest by 30th April 2016 
 
Clementine House, Manor Farm Court, Martinstown, Dorchester, DT2 9JN or  
Email: lynbeesley@btinternet.com 
 

Dorchester Community Plays Association 
 
“Galloping Gourmet” evening in support of our next Community Play  
 
Saturday 4th June 2016 
 
 
 
We would like to take part in the above event as - 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are willing to host, please indicate above how many people you would like to host. 
 

—————————————- 
 
Guests and Hosts please complete details below:- 
 
 

 
 
 
 
For guests, we will be collecting payment during the first two weeks of May 2016 
 
If you wish to attend as a guest and have a definite dietary requirement please detail below: 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
We will contact you to confirm that these requirements have been accommodated 

  YES or NO No. of Guests (4 or 6) 

As a host     

As a guest     

Either     

Name   

Address   

    

    

Telephone No.   

Email   


